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Box 1: Criteria to identify relevant articles (C1)7

In our scoping review we used the rigorous method we described in our article 
throughout the entire process. We critically assessed these results in order to prevent 
important issues being ignored. The scoping review was completed by a peer survey 
and own expertise. In sum, our approach led to a vast number of articles which we 
reviewed on the basis of title, authorship, abstract and further information, if available. 
This approach enabled us to scope a broad spectrum of articles from various disciplines 
as shown earlier.
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A.1 Development of publications

A.2 Distribution among disciplines

Public policy (incl. sustainability studies) 97 46.63%

Public Health 26 12.50%

Behavioural economics and behavioural psychology 16 7.72%

Business administration 15 7.20%

Environmental Policy 10 4.80%

Geography/Human Geography 8 3.80%

Economics 5 2.40%

Environmental science 5 2.40%

Public Management 5 2.40%

Behaviour studies 4 2.00%

Energy Policy 4 2.00%

Philosophy 3 1.40%

Finance 2 1.00%

Law and economics 2 1.00%

Psychology 2 1.00%

Administrative law 1 0.50%

Commerce 1 0.50%

Food science 1 0.50%

Law 1 0.50%

Privacy policy 1 0.50%

Transportation Policy 1 0.50%
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A.3 Thematic fields

Public Health 24

BPP based on behavioural economics and behavioural psychology 24

Consumer behaviour 23

Traffic policy/mobility/transport 13

Energy policy 9

Decision-making behaviour 8

General 8

Recycling and behaviour 8

Disaster and risk policy 7

Public administration 7

Environmental policy and economics 6

Food policy (incl. labelling) 6

Smoking/Tobacco 6

Organ donation 4

Physical activity (incl. cycling) 4

Sustainable consumption/behaviour 4

Waste policy/recycling 4

Social marketing 3

Water consumption 3

Civic behaviour/engagement 2

Economic policy 2

Forest policy 2

Pension policy 2

Social policy 2

Tax policy 2

Adolescent risk behavior 1

Barriers to citizenship 1

Climate change policy 1

Co-production, citizen activation 1

Construction management 1

Cultural studies 1

(Continued)
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Disease control 1

Ecosystem services 1

Education 1

Ethnography and behaviour change 1

Evidence-based policymaking 1

Financial literacy 1

Flight behaviour/air travel consumption 1

High-value detainee behaviour 1

Honesty and dishonesty 1

Moral education, ethics 1

Neuroscience 1

Online social communities 1

Planning processes and behaviour 1

Policy interventions 1

Protection of user privacy 1

Regulation of non-compliant behavior 1

Rural development 1

Urban resilience 1
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A.4 Geographic distribution

General/International 86

UK 29

Australia 23

USA 13

EU/Europe 7

France 5

Portugal 4

China 3

England 3

Italy 3

Malaysia 3

New Zealand 3

Brasil 2

Canada 2

Denmark 2

Germany 2

Belgium 1

Chile 1

Cyprus 1

Ghana 1

Greece 1

Hong Kong 1

India 1

Japan 1

Lithuania 1

Mexico 1

Romania 1

Singapore 1

South-East Asia 1

Spain 1

Switzerland 1

Spain 1

Turkey 1
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A.5 Focus and methods

A.6 Behavioural concepts

Here we distinguish between typical behavioural concepts discussed in the behavioural 
science literature (behavioural economics, behavioural psychology, often framed under 
the umbrella term ‘nudging’). Furthermore, we classified different factors, that could 
have an impact on behaviour and are discussed in the studies we analysed even if these 
concepts are not typical ‘behavioural concepts’ (in italics). One broad category had to 
be found for approaches that chose general, unclear or multiple concepts (in bold).

conceptual paper 56

Quantitative 52

quantitative (survey) 32  

quantitative (online panel/questionnaire) 3

quantitative (randomised field experiment) 3

quantitative (long term) 2

Qualitative 38

theory paper 29

experimental study/field experiment 12

case study/comparative case study 11

quasi-experimental study 5

meta-study 4

mixed qualitative-quantitative method 4

ethnographic field work/case study 2

explorative study 1

interviews, focus groups (explicit) 1

methodological paper 1

survey experiment 1

Demographic factors 1

Psychological distance 1

Attention, emotion 5

Built environment, structural determinants 8

Personal responsibility (incl. governmentality, empowerment, self-efficacy), deliberation 9

Bounded rationality 11

Risk perception, planned behaviour, cost calculation, awareness 15

Ecological determinants/environmental factors, determinants, adaptation 26

Attitude, trust, belief, preferences, constraints, affect, experience, aversion 30

Information/cognitive mechanisms/factors (incl. failures, error), education 34

General/unclear/multiple 37

Framing, bias, choice architecture, default, heuristics, gaming, inertia, intuition, priming, 
salience

48

Social practices, social norms, values, social mechanisms, social capital, social practices, habits 49
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A.7 List of Journals
PE = additional journals not covered in the scoping review but taken into account 
by peers or based on author’s experience (n = 17)

Journal

1  Journal of Experimental Social Psychology

2  PLoS ONE

3  13th World Congress on Intelligent Transport Systems and Services

4  Accident Analysis and Prevention

5  Accounting and Finance

6  ACM International Conference Proceeding Series

7  American Economic Review

8  American Journal of Bioethics

9  American Journal of Health Education

10 PE American Political Science Review

11  Applied Economics

12  Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies

13  Asia-Pacific Power and Energy Engineering Conference

14  Association of Researchers in Construction Management

15  Australasian Marketing Journal

16  Australasian Transport Research Forum

17  Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health

18  Australian Economic Review

19  Australian Journal of Water Resources

20  Basic and Applied Social Psychology

21 PE Behavioural Public Policy

22 PE Behavioural Science & Policy

23  Bioethics

24  BMC Public Health

25 PE Body & Society

26  British Food Journal

27  British Journal of Health Care Management

28  Building Research and Information

29  Cambridge Journal of Economics

30  Canadian Journal of Economics

31  Canadian Psychology

32  Case Studies on Transport Policy

33  Climate Policy

34  Contemporary Political Theory

35  Contemporary Social Science

36  Critical Discourse Studies

37 PE Critical Policy Studies

(Continued)



Benjamin Ewert and Kathrin Loer

8

Journal

38 PE Critical Public Health

39  Critical Review

40 PE Critical Social Policy

41  Development and Change

42  Duke Law Journal

43  Eceee Industrial Summer Study Proceedings

44  Ecological Economics

45  Economic and Labour Relations Review

46  Economics & Philosophy

47  Energy Efficiency

48  Energy Policy

49 PE Energy research & social science

50  Environment and Planning A

51  Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy

52  Environment and Planning D: Society and Space

53  Environmental & Resource Economics

54  Environmental Education Research

55  Environmental Politics

56  Environmental Science and Policy

57  EuroMed Journal of Business

58  European Economic Review

59  European Journal of Clinical Nutrition

60  European Journal of Marketing

61  European Journal of Nutrition

62  European Journal of Political Research

63  European Journal of Risk Regulation

64  European Management Journal

65  European Review of Agricultural Economics

66  European Transport Research Review

67 PE Evidence & Policy: A Journal of Research, Debate and Practice

68  Family and Consumer Sciences Research Journal

69 PE FinanzArchiv/Public Finance Analysis

70  Food Quality and Preference

71  Forest Policy and Economics

72 PE Frontiers in Energy Research: Energy Systems and Policy

73  Frontiers in psychology

74  Games

75  Geoforum

76  Geographical Research

77 PE Governance

78  Health Care Analysis

(Continued)
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Journal

79  Health Education

80  Health Policy

81  Health Policy and Planning

82  Health Promotion International

83  Humanomics

84  IEEE Security and Privacy

85  Information Systems Research

86  International Conference on the European Energy Market

87  International Journal of Behavioral Medicine

88  International Journal of Constitutional Law

89  International Journal of Consumer Studies

90  International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction

91  International Journal of Health Planning and Management

92  International Journal of Obesity

93  International Journal of Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Marketing

94  International Journal of Public Policy

95  International Journal of Retail and Distribution Management

96  International Public Management Journal

97  International Review of Administrative Sciences

98  International Review of Economics

99  IoTofHealth 2016

100 PE Journal of Behavioral Public Administration

101  Journal of Cleaner Production

102  Journal of Consumer Culture

103  Journal of Consumer Policy

104  Journal of Consumer Psychology

105  Journal of Economic Geography

106  Journal of Economic Methodology

107  Journal of Economic Psychology

108  Journal of Economic Surveys

109  Journal of Environmental Economics and Management

110  Journal of Environmental Planning and Management

111  Journal of Environmental Psychology

112  Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health

113  Journal of Moral Education

114  Journal of Nonprofit and Public Sector Marketing

115  Journal of Policy Analysis and Management

116  Journal of Public Health

117  Journal of Public Policy and Marketing

118 PE Journal of Social Marketing

119  Journal of Socio-Economics

(Continued)
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Journal

120  Journal of Solid Waste Technology and Management

121  Journal of Substance Use

122  Journal of Transport Geography

123  Judgment and Decision Making

124  Land Use Policy

125  Law Innovation and Technology

126  Law, Innovation and Technology

127  Legal and Criminological Psychology

128  Medical Law Review

129  Mind and Society

130  Natural Hazards

131  Nature Climate Change

132  Nature Sustainability

133  Ocean and Coastal Management

134  Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes

135  Perspectives in Public Health

136  Perspectives on Politics

137  Perspectives on Psychological Science

138  Policy & Politics

139  Policy and Society

140  Policy Sciences

141  Policy Studies

142  Policy Studies Journal

143  Political Geography

144  Political Quarterly

145  Political Science & Politics

146  Politics, Philosophy and Economics

147  Proceedings – 2nd International Symposium on Stochastic Models in Reli-
ability Engineering, Life Science, and Operations Management

148  Proceedings of the European Conference on Knowledge Management

149  Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers: Urban Design and Plan-
ning

150  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America

151 PE Progress in Human Geography

152  Property Management

153  Public Administration

154  Public Administration

155  Public Administration Review

156  Public Health

157  Public Health Nutrition

158  Public Management Review

(Continued)
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Journal

159  Public Policy and Administration

160  Qualitative Market Research

161  Renewable Energy

162  Resources, Conservation and Recycling

163  Review of Behavioral Economics

164  Review of Income and Wealth

165  Review of philosophy and psychology

166  Risk Analysis

167  Safety Science

168  Simulation Series

169  Social and Cultural Geography

170  Social and Personality Psychology Compass

171  Social Choice and Welfare

172 PE Social policy and society

173  Social Science and Medicine

174  Social theory & health

175  Sociology of health & illness

176  Sociology of Health and Illness

177  Sustainability: Science, Practice, and Policy

178  Sustainable Waste Management, Proceedings of the International Sym-
posium

179  Sustainability (Switzerland)

180  Systems Research and Behavioral Science

181  Technological Forecasting and Social Change

182  Territory, Politics, Governance

183  The Environmentalist

184  The International Journal of Children’s Rights

185  The Quarterly Journal of Economics

186  Tobacco control

187  Transport Policy

188  Transportation Planning and Technology

189  Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice

190  Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment

191  Transportation Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and Behaviour

192 PE World Development

193  World Leisure Journal

194  World Review of Entrepreneurship, Management and Sustainable Devel-
opment

A.8 Full list of Articles (SPE)

(265 Articles = scoping review plus peer survey plus expertise; articles that remained 
in the final set foreseen for the in-depth analysis are in bold)
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